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Dear Mr Medvedev

Thank you for contacting us and for providing the background to your project.

As you are aware the FEI has recently been managing an outbreak of EHV-1 which centred
around competitions in Spain. EHV is ubiquitous throughout the world and as we have
experienced in recent months, can cause significant impact to the equine industry. As you
identified, the reporting of EHV and many other non-notifiable infectious diseases, does very
much depend on the individuals concerned and local legislation. It is a challenge in
establishing the true prevalence and effects of the disease.

We are unfortunately rather limited as to the help we can provide regarding your request for
information. The FEI is the regulatory body for international equestrian competition and we
work with a third party with respect to disease surveillance. I am unable to provide you with
any meaningful information that would provide accurate prevalence or global distribution of
the virus. The FEI’s jurisdiction is limited to horses registered with the FEI whilst they are
competing in FEI events.

With respect to disease surveillance, we are a strong supporters of the International
Collating Centre, the only real-time, global, equine infectious disease reporting service. We
report cases/outbreaks of infectious disease to this service and encourage our community to
follow our lead. We also subscribe to this service and use their reports as a tool to help with
the surveillance of diseases that are relevant to competition horses. It is very encouraging to
hear of your initiative to set up a website to collate cases. A number of countries have
national services that collect such data and feed information into the ICC e.g. RESPE in
France and Equinella in Switzerland.



Stable side testing for EHV-1 is very relevant to FEI event environment. They can be very
helpful in determining whether pyrexic or sick horses are infectious and therefore a disease
risk to the rest of the horses at an event. The rapid nature of these tests is advantageous
since laboratories with the required testing capacity may be located far from event venues
and time is usually of essence in the competition situation.

We are unable to assist with your questions concerning vaccine development since it is
beyond the remit of our work at the FEI and we have little knowledge of research groups
around the world who are working on quick tests. We suggest you contact an expert in EHV
to assist you, such as an OIE expert.

We wish you well in the competition and remain available should you have any further
questions.


