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Thank you for your interest in participating in this research project.  
 
The research is being conducted by a team students at the University of Exeter as part of the 
International Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) competition.  iGEM is a competition designed 
to provide undergraduate students an opportunity to work on a synthetic biology project with the 
chance to partake in interdisciplinary research.  Exeter's iGEM 2019 team is supervised by the Exeter 
Microbial Biofuels Group run by Professor John Love and we are guided in our social science 
research by Dr. Sarah Hartley from the University of Exeter Business School. The team has the 
summer to build and test a biological system that addresses a pressing social or environmental 
problem.  
 
The project chosen for Exeter's 2019 iGEM team is to create a filtration system to trap micro-plastic 
fibres released from synthetic clothing during washing. This filtration system will then use the 
enzymes PETase and MHETase to break down the fibres at their source, preventing their release into 
our oceans. 
 
We are asking stakeholders to participate in this project so that our team can gain valuable 
environmental, economic, social and political information about the micro-plastics problem within 
the fashion industry, that cannot be found in written literature. This information will allow us to 
develop our research so that its application within washing machines or, on a larger scale, water 
treatment plants, is both beneficial and effective.  
 
You will be asked for a face-to-face/telephone interview lasting 30/60 minutes. The information that 
you provide will be recorded and transcribed. Other than your signatures on the consent form your 
personal data will not be recorded and we will ensure that your participation remains confidential. 
We will also ensure that the information you provide will remain anonymous.  
 
The information you provide will be used for the purpose of the Exeter iGEM 2019’s project and may 

be used to develop shape interventions or become part of commercial developments.  

We do not believe there are any risks associated with you taking part in Exeter iGEM 2019’s 
stakeholder research and hope that it will be an enjoyable experience, but if you become 
uncomfortable answering any questions or participating in any activity, please remember that your 
participation is voluntary, and you may refuse to answer particular questions or stop your 
involvement in this research at any time without having to give a reason. Should you request it, any 
recordings/transcripts will be deleted.  
 
Any concerns about this research can be addressed to Gail Seymour, the University of Exeter 
Research Ethics and Governance Manager (g.m.seymour@exeter.ac.uk, 01392 726621). Additionally 
you may wish to contact project manager:  Dr Chloe Singleton (c.singleton@exeter.ac.uk) or the 
academic supervisor Professor John Love (j.love@exeter.ac.uk). 
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Consent Form 

 
 

− I confirm that I have read and understand the Exeter iGEM 2019 information sheet for the 
above research project 

 

− I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have had these 
answered to a satisfactory standard 
 

− I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time 
without giving any reason 
 

− I understand that data collected during the project may be looked at by individuals from the 
University of Exeter where it is relevant to my taking part in this project 
 

− I understand that I may request any audio/transcripts to be deleted, should any have been 
taken 
 

− I understand that while information gained during the study may be published, any 
information I provide is confidential, and that no information that could lead to the 
identification of any individual will be disclosed in any reports on the project, or to any other 
party.  No identifiable personal data will be published. 
 

− I agree that extracts from the interview may be quoted in any report or publication arising 
from the research unless anonymity is otherwise requested   

− I agree that my data may be used to develop future academic teaching, shape interventions 
or become part of commercial developments 
 

− I agree to take part in the above project 

 

Signatures:  

 

 

Participant Name: 

 

Researcher Name: 

 

Date: 


