
 Report: National Junior College Outreach  
 

 
1. Event Overview 

 
To share our research with more people and engage more with the 
public, we participated in a fair at National Junior College (NJC) 
Singapore to show and explain about our project. The fair was attended 
by more than 200 junior college students, their teachers and also some 
parents.  

 
2. Event Summary 

 
It was a booth-type exhibition, so we were assigned to a booth there 
and the students will approach each of the exhibits. There were also 
some other engineering school projects showing their demonstration, 
therefore it was also a great opportunity for us to know different 
projects. To help us explain our project, we brought along with some 
flyers summarizing our research and showed some short videos to 
make it more interactive. During the fair, many students were 
interested in our project, especially biology students.  

 
Survey 
From the Pint of Science, we had some preliminary observation about 
the public’s concerns on gene editing technologies and their 
preference on the type of gene editing technology they want. To 
understand in detail of public opinion, we invited the students to 
complete a survey. The survey was meticulously designed and phrased 
to reduce bias and the results of the survey were carefully analyzed.  

 
Interaction with the participants 
We assumed that the participants were not so familiar with DNA and 
RNA, so we started our explanation by introducing the concept of 
nucleic acid and what the bases in DNA and RNA are. We were very 
surprised to find out that plenty of them still remember the bases and 
even asked about CRISPR before we explained more details. We were 
very glad that they were very enthusiastic and showed great interest in 
our project.  

 



After a brief introduction, we moved onto our project, giving more 
details of what DNA base-editing is, how it works, why it is important, 
and what the potential applications in our lives are. To facilitate 
understanding, we gave the participants flyers that contain infographic 
of base editing technologies and showed a video that could help them 
to comprehend better.  

 
We also carried on our explanation to the counterpart of DNA editing - 
RNA editing, which may not be so familiar to the students. We 
explained what RNA editing is and compared it with DNA editing by 
talking about the advantages and disadvantages of both technologies. 

 
3. Thoughts and Conclusion 

 
Though most of the participants have a good knowledge of DNA and 
RNA, they are not so familiar with the nucleic acid editing technology.  

 
To conclude, we found that the outreach in NJC was very interesting 
and we did inspire many students by expanding their knowledge from 
genes to gene editing technologies. 

 


