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Dear Lily,  
 
Thank you for you correspondence of 24 July regarding your participation in iGEM, your 
request for an expert opinion on pesticide usage and expressing interest in GM legislation 
post-Brexit. 
 
The Welsh Government’s policy is to maintain a restrictive and precautionary approach to 
GM crop cultivation. This policy will be maintained post-Brexit.  I am unable to comment on 
GM policy for other areas of the United Kingdom as each Devolved Administration is 
responsible for their own policy. 
 
In terms of research, I believe an open mind should be kept on future GM developments 
and more advanced genetic techniques as these may provide the desired environmental 
and consumer benefits which the current GM traits have struggled to demonstrate. Future 
research into advanced plant breeding techniques carried out on the basis of 
independence, openness and integrity could help deliver GM or conventional crops that 
benefit the Welsh farmer, consumer and environment, and lead to more sustainable forms 
of agriculture.  This would be of benefit to us all. 
 
The Welsh Government’s policy on pesticides is to reduce to the lowest possible level the 
effect of its use on people, wildlife, plants and the environment while making sure that pests, 
diseases and weeds are effectively controlled. The UK National Action Plan for the 
sustainable use of pesticides (link to document here) meets the obligation on Member 
States under Article 4 of EU Directive 2009/128/EC establishing a framework for Community 
action to achieve the sustainable use of pesticides which has been transposed in the UK by 
the Plant Protection Products (Sustainable Use) Regulations 2012. Your proposal would fit 
with this policy objective. 
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To ensure my official can direct you to the correct expert advice you seek, could you please 
supply me with some more details? In particular, I would like to hear more about the crops 
you propose to modify, what process you will be utilising to modify the plants and the active 
ingredient which will be produced as the biological pesticide. 
 
I look forward to your response. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
Hannah Blythyn AC/AM 
Gweinidog yr Amgylchedd  
Minister for Environment 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


