
Q: What do you think is the starting point of art-and-science combination? 

A: Imagination. I highly recommend you read A Well-Hung Horse: Sired by Knowledge and 
Imagination, a speech given by Joseph L. Goldstein in the Lasker Award ceremony and the 

article was printed in Cell. I regard it as the most profound opinion about the relationship 

between art and science. They are both the creation of splendid imagination building in the 

fundamental of existing knowledge. Art aims at creating something new, attractive and with 

the ability to inspire others, while science seeks the way leading to new knowledge and 

explanations of unknown. Art equipped you with the insight of discovering scientific mysteries 

and possible theories. 

 

Q: What’s your opinion about the relationship between art and science? 

A: I think art and science share the same essence, we should never set them apart. They always 

developed together in the long history since they were born. Science was born from art, but 

after the structure of Western philosophy was built, science became a discipline which is far 

more than a pastime of those couch potatoes, but wisdom to reveal the truth of nature, with 

deterministic purpose and coherent plan.  

 

Q: What’s the meaning of art-and-science combination? 

A: They are connected by imagination and supposed to inspire each other, develop mutually. 

Nowadays, modern artists have begun to think scientifically, even try to present their work 

with scientific methods. Such as color, we no matter bother to collect suitable materials, like 

ore and plants, to make pigments. Now relying on computer science and technology, we can 

synthesize millions of colors. Science derived from philosophy, thrived after the Renaissance, 

any of its crucial period was indivisible with art. Science promotes our understanding of nature, 

always takes advantage of art’s fantastic imagination. Conversely, advanced scientific 

technology broadens the horizon of art. 

 

Q: Do you think art and science are seeking totally different things intrinsically? 

A: No, I think their prime goals are the same. An outstanding scientist must be a good artist. 

We are seeking imagination rather than absolute truth, we are enjoying our work rather than 

sacrificing for it. It is the colorful world we can see that drives us go further. 

 

Q: Do you think it’s a good way to popularize science? 

A: Both art and science face the need to go deep into the people. Our society is no more the 

one with strict social class but becoming more equal. Modern art should neither be the 

exclusive enjoyment for noble ones, nor be the carrier of artists’ personal feelings. Rather, 

more interaction with viewers will add more value to the work itself. As the as science, with 

more receivers, fancy ideas will spread further. 

 


