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1. Is there any scale insect in Pakistan? 

There is a diversity of scale insects present in Pakistan. Several studies have indicated the presence 

of more than 100 species of scale insects in Pakistan. Majority of these insects are native to 

Pakistan and related areas. However, some of the insects have migrated from other countries as 

well. 

There is not that much data available about all the species of scale insects present in Pakistan. 

Please follow the link given below to get the details of the scale insects present in Pakistan: 

2. If there are some scale insects, which part of Pakistan do they live in? 

They are not limited to specific areas. However, they are mainly present in Punjab and Sindh.  

3. If there are some scale insects, do they cause any problem (killing the trees/plants, 

etc)? 

Yes, they cause a lot of diseases in Pakistan. Below are a few examples: 

• Red scales 

They are sucking type of insects that cause a lot of damage to Kinnow and sweet oranges 

in Punjab, Pakistan. Kinnow is a high yield mandarin hybrid cultivated extensively in the 

wider Punjab region of Pakistan. They exist throughout the year.  

• Melanaspis glomerate 

These are waterlogging scale insects which grow at maximum rate in the presence of high 

temperature and humidity. They establish on internodes covered with leaf sheath of 

sugarcane (they mainly affect sugarcane in Pakistan). The leaves of infested canes show 

signs of tip drying and unhealthy pale green color and with continued infestation these turn 

yellow and finally dry up. 

The loss caused by M. glomerate varies. They can lead to total crop failure. 

• Aspidiotus destructor 

It is also known as coconut scale. It is native to South Asia and it infests coconut and 

banana mainly. Likewise, it causes blemishes on the skin of mango; a major contributor to 

the economy of Pakistan.  

4. If they do cause problems, how do people deal with it? (for example, they use a certain 

method to kill them.) 

Various methods are used. But the use of chemicals such as various sprays is common. 

Likewise, various pesticides are used. However, the increased usage of insecticides has 

resulted in development of insecticide resistance of minor and major pests.  

Biological control has also been employed but it is very limited. Pakencyyrtus 

pakistanensis has been reported as an important parasitoid in mango.  


