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What do you think about the local importance of genetic engineering in Aachen?

First of all, Simon Adenauer thinks that there has to be a clear labelling in Germany. Here natural
products and products produced by genetically modified organisms, shall be clearly distinguishable
through their product description. This should be independent from the extent of use of gene technology
in the respective product. In view of Aachen, he thinks that this research field is another possibility to
emphasize the status the RWTH. However, the borders of this research and the resulting restrictions are
especially important to him. [...] Moreover, it is the task of politics, not only in Aachen, to balance trends
regarding science and society in order to reach a consistency. [...]

Where do you see chances that scientists research intensively about genetic
engineering in Aachen?

In his opinion, these and other technologies combine tradition and innovation. Here the traditions are
influenced by the city of Aachen and its history, whereas the innovation is being delivered by the RWTH
and its different institutes. He thinks, because of these two parts there have been many successful
scientific projects in Aachen. This could be transferred to the topic of genetic engineering, as he sees it.

Where do you see disadvantages/ risks of synthetic biology?




A big disadvantage is, in his opinion, that this field of study is quite new. For him this means, tha,t as
there are no long term studies, the possible risks cannot be examined. Moreover, it is very difficult to find
restrictions for the topic of genetic engineering. In his view it is hard to define, what should be legal and
what illegal.

In countries like the USA, the research and application of synthetic biology is much
easier than in Germany. Do you think that this could cause any disadvantages for
the city of Aachen?

He thinks that, at first appearance, a disadvantage results for Aachen, if only economical aspects are
taken into consideration and the location of directly involved businesses. In his opinion these do not only
refer to the general view of businesses and the geographical location of the city, but are also transferable
to many businesses close to the RWTH. But they don’t have to be a disadvantage, they can also be quite
the contrary, because this gives the companies the opportunity to develop under new conditions and
therefore develop very effective and innovative systems, as he sees it. In his opinion, the development of
such systems, appears less in different fields with less challenges and the incentive resulting from this.

Do you think that the acceptance of genetic engineering in Aachen could be
improved if people knew more about the relevance for many processes?

He thinks that this could be very well the case. But it is important to use examples which directly influence
the life of the people. Although the example of Insulin, for instance, is impressive and important for many



people, it does not apply to everyone. A better example in his view would be cheese produced with
microbial rennet as this example concerns many people and could reach the bigger part of society.

Do you think it is right that the EU has more hostile opinion about genetic
engineering than other regions all over the world?

In his opinion the position of the EU is correct, because it has a moral and ethical responsibility. At the
same time, it is an opportunity, because by presenting good results and economic data it can be a good
example for other economic areas.

Do you think that genetic engineering could be an important factor for the
economic development of Aachen?

He thinks that genetic engineering alone probably will not be able to improve the economic development
of the city of Aachen. But in connection with all the other institutions of the RWTH and the city of Aachen
it could play an important role. Nevertheless, in his opinion one cannot know what role genetic
engineering will play in the future.



