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Do you see any chances that scientists research intensively in the field of synthetic
biology?

With their research strategy “progress NRW” the government of North Rhine-Westphalia supports the
development of solutions for the big societal challenges. Important research fields like synthetic biology
can deliver pioneering solutions here. Important for research in synthetic biology is, in my opinion, a tight
cooperation of technological problems and ethical, legal and social scientific aspects — exemplary the
stem cell research NRW can be mentioned. This systematic of interdisciplinary, cooperative collaboration
in connection with interdisciplinary approaches, inter alia, through strong integration of the public,
participants and parties concerned, raises the chances of an actual realisation of scientific results into
realisation and set ground for a broad acceptance in the public.

Do you think that the public acceptance of synthetic biology in North Rhine Westphalia
could be improved, if we inform people about the relevance of synthetic biology for
many different processes?




Yes, the transparency of technologies and their possible chances and risk matters a lot when it comes to
the acceptance of the public. According to a study of Leopoldina in 2015 67% of the German public
trusted greatly in the competence and the sense of responsibility of the scientists. Also the acceptance of
biotechnology and stem cell therapy in medicine is very high. According to a study of the market research
institution SDI more than 90% of those surveyed have a positive attitude towards gene therapy for cancer
patients and more than 80% towards production of drugs by biotechnology. Another sign of public
acceptance is still quite current. [...] This trust should, in my opinion, be the essential pillar of science.
Science should support this with transparency and openness. Economy and its businesses should not be
lagging behind. The cluster of our state, especially the here relevant clusters InnovativeMedizin.NRW and
BIO.NRW contribute intensively to this.

Do you think it is right that the EU has a more hostile opinion than other regions all over
the world?

A more hostile opinion of the EU related to synthetic biology could not be observed up to now. The EU
supports the topic of synthetic biology since 2012 with the ERA-NET ERASynBio and also promotes
research projects, amongst others in the sector “leading role in fundamental and industrial technologies”
(LEIT). Apart from this, the EU represents are very balanced position, keeping the balance between
potential and risks of this technologies. In connection with synthetic biology especially risks concerning
biosafety and biosecurity are made subject of discussion. Both topics have the EU’s attention as well and
are supported in respective projects.




Do you think that synthetic biology and its research could be important for the economic
development of North Rhine Westphalia?

Clearly yes. In North Rhine-Westphalia many potential customers of the chemical and pharma industry
are located. The great potential in NRW is shown by, it having the most patent applications in the
biotechnology branch in Europe at the time



