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Synthetic biology: what 

is it?

Cover of Man 

Modified, David 

Fishlock



“The Lego of Life”

http://souterre.com/biobricks/
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Synthetic biology: 

how do we do it?





Synthetic biology: why is 
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iGEM Jamboree 2015



Registry of Standard 

Biological Parts



Grand Prize Winner, 

2015
UC Davis, OliView



Brainstorming 



Our Project:

Paper-Based Cell-Free Thallium 

Sensor



Paper-Based Sensor

BBC, “Prototype paper test can detect Ebola strains”
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Our Project:

Paper-Based Cell-Free Thallium 

Sensor



Genetic Circuits 



Genetic Circuit 

Diagram



Toehold Switch

Mechanism of the Toehold Switch, Harvard University, 

2014



Reporter



DNAzyme



Amplifier



Cell-Free, Paper-Based 

Sensor

Paper-Based Synthetic Gene Networks, Pardee et 

al., 2014



Any Questions?


