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What is Synthetic Biology?

Synthetic Biology is an emerging research area that combines molecular biology, engineering, 
nano-technology and information technology to create new biological 
functions and systems.

In the past decade, technologies like DNA synthesis and sequencing have become 
available as standard tools. On this basis, the synthetic biology community can 
design and implement new biological functions in bacteria. design and implement new biological functions in bacteria. 

Within the iGEM competition, a library of standardized biological 
parts is built up, the BioBricks. These parts are used to assemble 
new devices and functions that enable amazing biological 
machines. The library has grown signicantly and teams 
have access to about 5000 BioBricks.


